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Meitei mob Burned down several 
houses in Langol, Imphal West. 

Meitei militants launched an attack on Saichang 
in Sugnu at approximately 5:10 PM. During the 

Today in history/EventS recalled: JULY 14 & 15, 2023

A RECAP OF THE HORRIFIC INCIDENTS ON JULY 14 & 15, 2023 AS A RESULT OF PRE-
PLANNED STATE-SPONSORED ETHNIC CLEANSING POGROM AGAINST KUKI-ZO 

CLAIM: 
Several social media users belonging to Meitei community posted a 
video on X (formerly Twitter) claiming that American Ex-Marine Soldiers 
are supplying and training the Kuki-Zo communities and further alleged 
that ‘they are not ordinary instigators but well-trained transnational 
savages to create the havoc in Manipur’.

FACT:
A fact finding team of TLM cross-check the authenticity of the said 
social media post and found the claim baseless. The said video does not 
depict Chin-Kuki-Zo fighters, as claimed. It shows cadres from Karen 
National Union (KNU)/KNLA who operate along the Thai-Myanmar 
border. KNU flags/insignia are clearly visible in the video 

FACT-CHECK RESULT:
FALSE, MEITEI MEDIA EXPOSED
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Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code 
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving 

this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
Click to Follow
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Home Ministry Holds Separate Talks with Kuki-Zo MLAs & 
Meitei, Naga MLAs; No Joint Meeting on Manipur

The much talked about joint meeting called by the 
Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) with MLAs from 
Meitei, Kuki and Naga communities Tuesday to find an 
amicable solution to the ongoing conflict in Manipur 
ended up only exposing the deep schism that still exists 
between the Meiteis and Kukis.

The Print reported that instead of holding a joint 
session to resolve differences between the Meiteis 
and Kuki-Zo communities, as was previously planned, 
representatives from the MHA—led by A.K. Mishra—
first met separately with Kuki MLAs. Mishra, the home 
ministry’s interlocutor for Manipur, was accompanied 
by other MHA officials and BJP’s North-East in-charge 
Sambit Patra and Manipur in-charge Ajit Gopchade.

After their meeting, which lasted for over two hours, a 
separate short meeting was held with the Meitei and 
Naga MLAs.

During the two meetings, MHA stressed the need to 
restore peace in the hill state and said a joint meeting 
will be held again soon.

A statement issued by the MHA in the evening said, 
“A group of elected members of Manipur Assembly, 
representing Kuki-Zo-Hmar, Meitei and Naga 
communities, met in New Delhi today to discuss the 
current scenario in the State. The meeting unanimously 
resolved to appeal to the people of the State belonging 
to all communities to shun the path of violence so that 
no more precious lives of innocent citizens are lost.”

A source privy to the development said only four of the 
10 Kuki-Zo MLAs were present in Tuesday’s meeting. 
“The Kuki-Zo MLAs had requested an exclusive meeting 
with the MHA at this juncture, which was accepted by 
the latter,” the first source said.

Earlier on Tuesday, the Kuki People’s Alliance, which has 
two MLAs in the Manipur assembly, while endorsing 
the central government’s proposal for talks with MLAs 
of Meiteis, Kuki and Naga reiterated that the Kuki MLAs 
will “steadfastly advocate our rightful claim to a Union 

territory with legislative powers, a necessity borne 
out of compulsion given our territorial segregation”.

ThePrint report was affirmed by a statement from 
the Kuki-Zo MLAs issued later this evening. Kuki-
Zo MLAs and central government representatives 
held separate talks, during which the Kuki-Zo 
representatives made it clear that they are the voice 
of the people and will communicate the desires 
and demands of their constituents. The Kuki-Zo 
MLAs reiterated to the central representatives that 
unless a separate administration or Union Territory 
is granted for the Kuki-Zo, they will not discuss 
peace, according to the statement.

“The KNO-UPF is the only entity mandated by our 
people to carry forward our political demands. If 
you cannot continue talks with them (KNO & UPF), 
we have nothing further to discuss,” the Kuki-Zo 
MLAs informed the central representatives.

“We will not be able to attend a joint meeting with 
Meitei and Naga MLAs. If we are to sit together, we 
must first consult with our CSOs and the public; 
only then can we consider a joint meeting,” the 
statement read.

After conveying all this to the central representatives, 
the Kuki-Zo MLAs stated that the center understood 
their position, and the meeting concluded.
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Kuki Inpi Issues Alert Over Police Deployment in 
Mongbung, Sejang Area

The Kuki Inpi Jiribam, Tamenglong & Noney (KIJTN) 
has issued a strong statement condemning the recent 
deployment of Manipur Police Commandos and CRPF 
personnel in Mongbung and Sejang villages. This follows 
significant unrest in the region, including a July incident 
where police ransacked food supplies, and a violent 
clash that resulted in the death of a CRPF jawan.

The Kuki apex body of the area have expressed concerns 
that the deployment of state police should be limited 
to Meetei areas, given the ongoing attacks by Meetei 
militants on the villages, which have reportedly faced 
nearly twenty assaults in the past two months. The 
KIJTN claims that police forces have been complicit 
in these attacks, including incidents involving bomb 
drops within the villages.

In light of escalating tensions, the KIJTN calls for the 
immediate withdrawal of police personnel from the 

Ahmedabad and Latingkhal areas, advocating 
instead for the deployment of the Assam Rifles or 
Army units to ensure security.

The organization warns that any continued 
vulnerability of Mongbung and Sejang to militant 
attacks will not be tolerated, and any consequences 
from this policy will fall on the Jiribam Police 
Administration.
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Muslim Pangal Leaders Express Displeasure over 
Exclusion From Peace Process in Delhi

The AMOCOC (All Muslims Organisation Co-ordinating 
Committee) President SM Jalal expressed displeasure 
over the exclusion of Muslim representatives in the 
peace process scheduled to start from Tuesday at New 
Delhi as initiated by the Union Home Minister. 

SM Jalal while talking to media persons said indigenous 
Manipuri Muslims or Pangal as a community has been 
at the forefront in bringing peace to the state. 

Jalal said both Naga community and the Pangal 
community played crucial role in trying to bring peace 
in the state, since the start of ethnic violence in the state 
since May last year. While the representatives of the 
Naga Community are being invited, the representatives 
of the Pangal community are totally ignored, he added. 

Jalal questioned the motives of central government 
behind the exclusion of the Pangal community in 
the peace process. He said the decision deprived 
the potential of the Pangal community’s abilities 
to contribute useful insights in bringing peace and 
normalcy in the state. 

Jalal however said he welcomed the decision of 
central government to initiate peace and he also 
sent his good wishes. 

The Ministry of Home Affairs’ initiated peace process 
is scheduled to start from Tuesday at New Delhi, 
MLAs of Naga community and Meitei community 
had already left Imphal on Monday. 

While leaving Imphal, MLAs who were being invited 
refused to divulge much details as the Naga People 
Front’s representative Awangbow Newmai said 
they were also not aware of the exact agenda and 
it would only be known once the talks started. 
(IndiaTodayNE)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In time of peace prepare 
for war.

—   - Publius Flavius Vegetius Renatus“
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Manipur Congress Welcomes Delhi Talks on Ethnic 
Crisis, Questions Absence of HM Shah

The Congress in Manipur on Tuesday welcomed the 
talks held between the Meitei and Kuki legislators 
in Delhi to find a solution to the ethnic crisis in the 
northeastern state, but said this initiative by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs should have been made much earlier.

State Congress president K Meghachandra also said 
that Chief Minister N Biren Singh and Union Minister 
Amit Shah should have been present at the meeting, 
held for the first time since ethnic violence broke out 
in the northeastern state 17 months ago.

“We appreciate the talks as we have hope for peace 
and normalcy in the state. However, it would have been 
better if the meeting had been called earlier. Precious 
lives could have been saved if it was held earlier,” 
Meghachandra told PTI.

More than 220 people, including members of both 
the Kuki and Meitei communities as well as security 
personnel, have been killed in the violence that broke 
out in Manipur on May 3 last year.

“The meeting would have been more purposeful if 
opposition party members as well as civil society 
organizations were also included. They (the Centre) 
should have invited the opposition. From the current 
state of things, it points to a meeting of government 
legislators only,” the state Congress chief said.

Those who attended the meeting included state 
Assembly Speaker Thokchom Satyabrata Singh, 
Tongbram Robindro, Th Basantakumar Singh from the 
Meitei side and Kuki MLAs Letpao Haokip and Nemcha 
Kipgen - both state ministers.

The Naga community was represented by MLAs Ram 
Muivah, Awangbow Newmai and L Dikho, the sources 
said.

The Congress leader claimed that the absence of 
Amit Shah and Biren Singh at the meeting would 
have an impact.

“Biren Singh is the head of the government 
and he holds the home portfolio. His presence 
was required. The absence of Shah shows the 
negligence of the government and made the 
meeting incomplete,” Meghachandra said.

Kuki legislator Paolienlal Haokip, who was not 
invited to the talks, said the meeting is a welcome 
step but the issue in the state is political and that 
it needed to be handled politically.

Haokip, a BJP MLA who is vocal about the rights of 
the Kukis, said, “The matter should not be treated 
as a fight between two villages... It has come to 
a point where a section of citizens have been 
cleansed and so much killing has happened.”

The United People’s Front (UPF), a Kuki armed 
group and one of the signatories of the 
Suspension of Operations (SoO) with Central and 
state governments, raised the issue of separate 
administration for the tribals of Manipur.

“We have consistently prioritised the establishment 
of a distinct administration within the Indian 
Constitution to ensure that our identity, culture 
and resources are constitutionally safeguarded and 
that our people can live dignified lives and flourish 
in the same manner as others,” the UPF said.

The SoO pact was signed by the Centre, the 
Manipur government and two conglomerates of 
Kuki militant outfits – Kuki National Organisation 
(KNO) and the United People’s Front (UPF). The 
pact was signed in 2008 and extended periodically 
thereafter. (PTI)
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With his shotgun pointed towards the Meitei-dominated 
Bishnupur, 21-year-old Albert sits confidently inside a 
tin-roofed ‘bunker’, walled by sandbags and boulders 
at Moivam village in Manipur’s Kuki-dominated 
Churachandpur district. Although the single-shot 
shotgun seems inconsequential against the automatic 
weapons allegedly used by the ‘Meitei miscreants’, the 
confidence of the Kuki ‘village volunteer’ comes from 
a pumpi, a handmade mortar installed just behind the 
barricade.

“The pumpis have been very useful in driving away the 
Meiteis,” says Albert, a class 12 passed Kuki youth, who 
took up arms to safeguard his village soon after the 
Meitei-Kuki conflict flared up in May last year. “Some 
of the pumpis can travel up to three kilometers and 
can cause huge destruction,” he says.

Pumpis are made with crude materials such as iron 

pipes loaded with gunpowder and explosives. 

“The range and performance of a pumpi depends 
on the amount and quality of the gunpowder 
used,” Janghaolun Haokip, publicity secretary of 
Kuki Inpi, Manipur, the apex body of the Kukis, 
told DH, recently.

“We have different kinds of pumpis, the traditional 
one could only be fired once. Now we have 
improvised them to fire repeatedly. These are often 
being called rockets by the Meiteis,” Haokip says, 
refuting allegations that Kukis have been using 
drones and rockets against the Meiteis.

Pumpis have become an integral part of most 
of the ‘bunkers’ manned by ‘village volunteers’ 
stationed along the ‘buffer zone’. Both Kukis and 
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