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Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code 
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving 

this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
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Kuki Top Bodies Call 12-Hour Total Shutdown in protest 
against arbitrary arrest of Kuki Village Volunteers

In protest against the gross injustice meted out the 
Kuki people, the Kuki Inpi Manipur, apex body of Kuki 
Tribes, has called a 12-hour total shutdown in all Kuki-
Zo inhabited hill districts with effect from 6:00 AM of 
July 10, 2024 till 6:00 PM in the evening.

In a statement issued on Tuesday, the Kuki Inpi stated 
that amidst the brutal persecution of the Kuki-Zo people 
by the Manipur state government, the deployment of 
the Central Security Forces in vulnerable areas initially 
provided a sense of safety and security for the Kuki-
Zo people. However, the recent arrest of five Kuki-Zo 
individuals, in the presence of Central Security Forces, 
is critically alarming for the Kuki-Zo people, it said.

“While the Valley Based Militant Groups (VBIGs) 
are openly brandishing sophisticated arms and 
ammunitions in the valley, the indiscriminate terrorising 
of the Kuki-Zo people and subsequent arrest of five 
individuals is a threat that belies all hopes for safety 
and security for the minority Kuki-Zo people who have 
been fully cooperative with law enforcement efforts,” 
said Janghaolun Haokip, Information and Publicity, 
Kuki Inpi Manipur.

“The ugly turn of events is deeply unfortunate and poses 
a significant security threat for the Kuki-Zo people. To 
that regard, the Kuki Inpi, in its Emergency Meeting 
today had resolved to call a 12-Hours (6:00 A.M. -6:00 
P.M.) Total Shutdown in all Kuki-Zo dominated regions 
on 10/07/2024 (Wednesday) to protest against the gross 
injustice meted out to our people,” he added.

The Kuki apex body also urged all Kuki-Zo regional 
organisations to strictly abide by this resolve to express 
solidarity for the common cause of their people - the 
fight against the unlawful oppression, subjugation 
and persecution of their people and their legitimate 
demand for Union Territory with Legislature for the 
Kuki-Zo people.

The Kuki Inpi further stated its resolute resolve to issue 
a clarion call to all the Kuki-Zo people to fight against 

the gross injustices if the issue of this indiscriminate 
arrest further evolve against the common wishes 
and desires of the Kuki-Zo people.

The Kuki Chief Association, Manipur (KCA-M), also 
vehemently condemned the attack by security 
forces on the residence of Mr. Tonghen Haokip, 
Chief of L Hengjol village, Kangpokpi district on 
9th July 2024.

“The arbitrary firing by the security forces, intended 
to completely annihilate the Chief and his family, 
and the damage caused to the house and properties 
in the attack, is irreparable,” said the statement 
issued on Tuesday.

The security forces captured three Kuki-Zo Village 
Volunteers and five women, namely Kikim, Lamshi 
Baite, Lamshi Haokip, Hahat, and Tinnu, who came 
to protest the arrest of the village volunteers. They 
were assaulted and injured.

The Kuki Chief Association Manipur also expressed 
its disappointment of the indifferent attitude of 
the security forces towards the Kuki-Zo people. 
“While Meitei militants and Arambai Tenggol 
militias roam freely with arms in and around Imphal 
valley, the Kuki-Zo Village Volunteers, who defend 
helpless villagers and their lands from the Meitei 
militias’ onslaught, were hunted and arrested by 
the security forces,” it said.
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The Kuki Chiefs Association further accused that the 
communal Chief Minister and Security Forces failed 
to acknowledge the self- styled Chief Commander of 
Arambai Tenggol, Mr. Korounganba Khuman, who was 
seen chanting war cries with illegal automatic rifles 
slung over his shoulder at Palace Gate in the heart of 
Imphal on November 1, 2023.

He was seen motivating his fully armed comrades 
to target Kuki-Zo tribals. When Imphal East police 
intervened at Palace Gate, the group fired at the police, 
overwhelmed them, and proceeded towards Imphal 
West in numerous vehicles. The NIA has registered 
a case against Mr. Khuman in connection with this 
incident, which is under investigation. Despite these 
facts, the Chief Minister and the security forces have 

allowed Mr. Khuman and his militias to remain at 
large to this day, it alleged.

The Kuki Chiefs appealed to both the Central 
Security forces and the State Security forces to 
operate tactfully without bias, considering the 
intensity of the current conflict in the state.  The 
Chiefs warned that if such atrocities, with utter 
disregard for Kuki Chiefs and innocent villagers 
by security forces continue, they would no longer 
remain silent spectators.

The Kuki Inpi Chandel, Kuki Inpi Tengnoupal 
and various Kuki civil society organisations have 
enforced the Total Shutdown called by the Kuki 
apex body in their respective jurisdictions.

Contd.

Kuki-Zo Village Volunteers Condemn Police Actions, 
Demand Removal of Checkpoint Near Phaitol Village

In a strongly worded statement, the Kuki-Zo Village 
Volunteers (KZVV) of Vangailhang and Tuilangkuol 
have condemned the incident of indiscriminate firing 
towards Phaitol Village by Manipur Police Commandos 
in the early hours today. This incident led to defensive 
retaliation by village volunteers.

The KZVV highlighted that the Naka Check Point 
of Jiribam Police near Phaitol Village has been a 
recurring source of conflict. Past incidents, including 
the disappearance and death of Mr. Seigoulen Singson, 
whose tormented body was found in the Jiri River, have 
escalated tensions. Last month, there was another 
incident of indiscriminate firing towards Phaitol village 
from the same checkpoint, prompting repeated appeals 
for its removal by Kuki civil society organizations (CSOs) 
and Phaitol villagers, which have so far gone unheeded.

An agreement had been reached between the District 
Authority of Tamenglong and Kuki-Zo CSOs for the 
deployment of both Central Security Forces and Manipur 

State Forces at the checkpoint. However, the KZVV 
claims this agreement was not implemented, 
leading to today’s violent incident.

Following the incident, Phaitol Village underwent a 
combing operation, during which two youths were 
arrested by Central Security forces. The KZVV alleges 
that Meetei militants were allowed to burn houses in 
Phaitol village while Central Security forces turned 
a blind eye to their activities, even though these 
militants were reportedly frisking vehicles, including 
those of the Central Security Forces themselves. 

The KZVV demands the immediate removal of 
the Jiribam Police Naka Check Point and the 
unconditional release of the two arrested villagers. 
They warn that failure to address these demands 
will result in the concerned authorities being 
held responsible for any further incidents arising 
from the perceived injustices against the Kuki-Zo 
minorities in Jiribam and surrounding areas.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

https://www.instagram.com/kukistudentsorganisation/
https://twitter.com/KSO_tlm
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va4paDEADTONLQ65kf3d
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552015006724&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://t.me/ksomediaTLM


KSO Media & Documentation Cell
ksomediacell@gmail.com

5

ISSUE No. 280
TUESDAY | JULY 09, 2024

Click to Follow

Huge protest against arbitrary arrest of Kuki Village Volunteers 
begins in Kangpokpi: CoTU Demands Immediate Release 

Denouncing the arbitrary arrest of Kuki village Volunteers 
in Jiribam and Kangpokpi districts, the Kuki people began 
a huge protest tonight in Kanggui town against the gross 
injustice meted out to the Kuki people.

The protesters took to the streets and shouted slogans 
against the Superintendent of Police, Kangpokpi, and the 
central security forces for their biased attitude against 
the Kukis. The protest to continue till tomorrow, to be 
followed by Total Shutdown in all Kuki inhabited hill 
districts. 

The Committee on Tribal Unity has strongly condemned 
the morning raid on L. Hengjol Village, Sadar Hills, where a 
combined team of CRPF units (32, 69, 86, 109, 143, GC-QAT), 
Assam Rifles, and state police forces arrested three Kuki 
individuals. The Committee asserts that these individuals 
are village volunteers protecting their community from 
ongoing attacks by valley-based radical Meitei militias.

The raid, which included an attack on the residence 
of the village chief, Mr. Tonghen Haokip, is seen as a 
direct challenge to the Kuki-Zo community’s existence 
within the framework of constitutional democracy. The 
Committee on Tribal Unity has issued an ultimatum to 
the authorities, demanding the unconditional release 
of the three Kuki individuals by 5 PM this evening. They 
warn that failure to comply will make the authorities 
responsible for any resulting incidents.

Additionally, the Committee has condemned the incident 

in Jiribam, where two Kuki Village Volunteers were 
captured while defending their village. The Committee 
demands the immediate and unconditional release of 
these individuals, who are currently in police custody.

The Committee also denounces the coordinated 
actions of state police and VBIGS, accusing them 
of burning Kuki houses and instilling fear among 
innocent villagers under the guise of maintaining 
law and order.

Despite the turmoil, the Committee appreciates the 
visit of high-profile politicians to the area, hoping that 
their firsthand accounts will be communicated to the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister. They urge the Prime Minister 
to reconsider his support for Chief Minister N. Biren 
Singh, who they believe has failed in administering 
and maintaining law and order in the state.

The Committee stresses that the situation in Manipur 
exemplifies the fragility of peace and the devastating 
consequences of nepotism, hatred, and hegemonic 
policies.

Attack on Kuki areas of Jiribam continues
The Meitei militants including the radicalised 
Arambai Tenggol, in collusion with the Meiteis’ Police 
Commandos continued indiscriminate attacks on the 
Kuki areas of Jiribam, bordering Tamenglong district.

Using sophisticated weapons and powerful bombs, the 
Meiteis launched attacks on Kuki villages of Sehjang, 
Mongbung and surrounding villages today at around 
8:30 PM. The Kuki Village Volunteers retaliated and the 
exchange of gunfire continued till the filing of this report. 

Sources said that the Central Security Forces 
deployed in Jiribam areas remain mute spectators 
to the Meiteis’ onslaught.

The Meiteis’ aggressive attack was also reported 
last night at Kuki village of L. Tangnuam, under 
Kangpokpi district. However, there was no report 
of casualties from both the warring communities.
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Exposing H. Premjit Meitei, DIG (Ops), CRPF: The Man Who 
Orchestrated Attacks on Kuki Villages

In a troubling development amidst ongoing ethnic 
tensions in Manipur, reports emerged against DIG (Ops), 
CRPF, M&N Sector, H. Premjit Meitei, for orchestrating 
attacks on Kuki villages in Kangpokpi district. The officer 
entrusted with maintaining security in the region has 
orchestrated frequent attacks on Kuki villages in New 
Keithelmanbi area of Kangpokpi district. 

According to reports, DIG H. Premjit Meitei acted and 
works as the agent of Meitei militant and extremist 
groups, contrary to his oath to serve the nation 
impartially. These allegations have surfaced against 
the backdrop of multiple incidents of violence targeting 
Kuki communities, particularly in the foothill areas of 
Kangpokpi district.

The accusations, if proven true, underscore a severe 
breach of trust and duty. They raise significant concerns 
about the impartiality and professionalism of security 
forces in the region, tasked with ensuring the safety 
and security of all residents.

Several incidents of his involvement amid the ongoing 
ethnic-cleansing pogrom against the Kukis are listed 
below:

1. Khoken Village Incident (8th & 9th June 2023): Mr. H 
Premjit Meitei, DIG (Ops) M&N Sector, CRPF, conducted 
a search operation at Khoken Village. The next day, 
on 9th June 2023, Meitei militants, including Arambai 
Tenggol and the Manipur Police Commando, attacked 
the village, killing four innocent civilians and injuring 
two others.

2. Inspection at M. Songtun Village for designated 
camp for UNLF (P): Mr. H Premjit Meitei, DIG (Ops) M&N 
Sector, CRPF, accompanied the UNLF (Pambei) group 
for an inspection of a proposed designated camp at 
M. Songtun Village, near Khoken Village in Kangpokpi 
District. However, the plan was inefficacious as the 
team was later stopped by Gorkha Rifles posted in the 
area due to his suspicious nature and security reasons.

3. L. Hengjol Village Attack (9th July 2024): In the 
early hours of 9th July 2024, a team of security 
personnel led by Mr. H Premjit, along with the 
Superintendent of Police, Kangpokpi, attacked L. 
Hengjol village. They fired around 200 bullets at the 
residence of the village Chief, Mr. Tonghen Haokip, 
destroying the house. During this inhumane attack, 
at least five women were directly shot by the 
security forces. The combined team of security 
forces also arrested three village volunteers during 
the attack. It is also noteworthy that a community 
school, the Common Education Centre, established 
by civil society organizations in the area, was 
targeted, creating fear and panic among the public 
and students of the area.

In this regard, the Kuki Inpi South West Sadar Hills 
(KI-SWSH) today issued a statement condemning 
the ghastly attack on L. Hengjol Village and the 
subsequent arrest of three village volunteers by 
a joint team of CRPF, AR, and District Police, led 
by Mr. H Premjit Meitei, DIG (Ops), CRPF, and Mr. 
Manoj Prabhakar M., Superintendent of Police, 
Kangpokpi, in the early hours of 9th July 2024.
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“While expressing our deep anguish over the attack 
on innocent civilians, the KI-SWSH fully endorses the 
Total Shutdown called by Kuki Inpi Manipur and the 
Committee on Tribal Unity (CoTU),” the statement said. 
In light of the above facts, the Kuki Inpi South West 
Sadar Hills put forth the following demands:

1. The arrested village volunteers must be released 
safely and unconditionally within 24 hours of the arrest.

2. No search operation must be conducted in any Kuki-
inhabited areas.

3. The erring officer, Mr. H. Premjit Meitei, must be 
immediately terminated from his service for his 

involvement in crimes against the Kukis and for 
siding with armed Meitei militants, including radical 
groups like Arambai Tenggol and Meitei Leepun.

4. All medical expenses for the treatment of the 
injured individuals must be borne by the erring 
officers.

In case of failure to comply with the above-
mentioned demands, the Kuki Inpi South West 
Sadar Hills will be compelled to take more stringent 
steps, and the state authorities shall be held 
responsible for any untoward incident that may 
arise, it warned.

Contd.

Kuki Women Organisation for Human Rights condemns Meiteis’ 
atrocities in Jiribam, arbitrary arrest of Kuki VILLAGE voLunteers

The Kuki Women Organisation for Human Rights 
(KWOHR) strongly condemned the act of atrocities in 
Phaitol village, Jiribam District, yesterday.

In the aftermath of the combing operation by the state 
police force and central forces, the house of Seijathang 
Khongsai, ex-Secretary, Kuki Inpi Jiribam-Tamenglong-
Noney, was burnt down by Meitei militants, Arambai 
Tenggol in collusion with state police commandos.

In a statement issued on Tuesday, KWOHR said, “Seven 
women namely Lhaikholam Khongsai, Kimneithem 
Singson, Thethem Guite, Hoineikim Singson, Thoiye 
Singson, Lalkim Singson and Hathoikim Singson were 
brutally assaulted with sticks and rifle butt by the Assam 
Rifles personnel present there.”

Two innocent Kuki village boys who were present in 
the village during combing operation were arrested. 
The two teenage boys have no connection whatsoever 
with any militant group, it said.

Demanding immediate release of arrested boys, the 
Kuki Women Organisation for Human Rights (KWOHR) 
stated that such wanton atrocities against women and 
children have no place in the civilized society and must 
be met with swift legal actions.

The KWOHR also strongly condemned the incident 
that happened early in the morning at L. Hengjol 
today. The security forces came to the house of 
Tonghen Haokip, chief of L. Hengjol, and opened 
indiscriminate firing, thus totally damaging the 
house and the household items inside.

The security forces captured three Kuki Village 
volunteers and five women namely Kikim, Lamshi 
Baite, Lamshi Haokip, Hahat and Tinnu who came 
out to protest the arrest of the village volunteers 
were assaulted and injured.

The KWOHR termed the action of state police 
commandos and the central security forces as 
“discriminatory and biased.” In the name of joint 
combing operations, the security forces willfully 
committed atrocities against the Kuki-Zo women 
and children without any iota of respect for human 
rights, it stated.

“The security village volunteers are arrested 
wantonly while such arrests and atrocities by the 
security forces are unheard of when it comes to 
operation in the valley areas. This discriminatory 
act of the state police and central security forces 
should be condemned at the strongest terms,” 
KWOHR added.
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KSO-GHQ Welcomes Landmark Supreme Court Ruling 
Which UpholdS Rights of Kuki Community 

In a landmark decision, the Supreme Court of India 
has delivered a significant victory for the minority Kuki 
community in Manipur, ruling against discriminatory 
practices by the state government. The case centered 
around an undertrial prisoner, Mr. Lunkhongam Haokip, 
who was denied essential medical treatment due to 
safety concerns allegedly based on his ethnicity.

The bench of justices JB Pardiwala and Ujjal Bhuyan, 
in their scathing remarks, expressed deep mistrust in 
the Manipur state government’s handling of the case, 
stating, “We do not trust the state... The accused was 
not taken to the hospital because he is from the Kuki 
community. So sad!” Mr. Haokip, suffering from serious 
health conditions, including piles and tuberculosis, 
was deprived of necessary medical attention while 
incarcerated.

The ruling has been welcomed with profound 
gratitude by the Kuki Students’ Organisation, General 
Headquarters (KSO-GHQ), which has long advocated 
for the rights of Kuki tribal people. They have called for 
further action, urging the Supreme Court to establish 
a commission to inspect conditions in Imphal jail and 
oversee the welfare of tribal inmates and Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) in relief camps.

This legal victory comes amidst longstanding grievances 
faced by the Kuki community, including land disputes 
and unequal development practices favoring majority 
communities. Over the years, Kuki tribal lands have been 
forcibly appropriated as Forest Reserved or Protected 
Forest areas, leading to displacement and exacerbating 
socio-economic disparities.

The Kuki community, historically marginalized and 
with limited political representation, has voiced a loss 
of confidence in the Manipur state government, citing 
years of systemic discrimination and rights violations. 

They emphasize the need for comprehensive 
reforms to address these issues and ensure 
equitable treatment under the law.

As this ruling marks a turning point in the struggle 
for justice and equality in Manipur, stakeholders 
are hopeful that it will pave the way for broader 
reforms and initiatives aimed at fostering inclusivity 
and respect for minority rights in the region.
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It is outrageous and distressing to observe that 
indiscriminate attacks on Kuki areas of Phaitol and 
other vulnerable areas continue to escalate amid the 
presence of a large column of the central security 
forces, resulting in vandalism and burning down of 
Kuki houses by the Meitei radicalised militia outfits.

The continuous atrocities against the Kukis amidst 
the presence of CAPF or the Assam Rifles has become 
a serious concern as it raises more questions than 
answers. There were shocking incidents of partiality 
being carried out by the so-called neutral Central 
Armed Police Forces in vulnerable areas.

The Assam Rifles, instead of confronting the Meiteis’ 
aggression, launched operations against the Kuki 
Village Volunteers with all their might. They let the 
Meiteis’ Meira Paibis inspect their convoys, while they 
did harassment to the Kuki women. The Meira Paibis 
also deliberately blocked the convoy of the Assam 
Rifles so that the Meitei militants could roam freely 
with sophisticated weapons in Jiribam and other parts 
of the state.

It is really appalling how the Indian authorities are 
handling this escalating tension between the two 
warring communities. Can the minority Kukis be 
safe under such a situation? Such biased action and 
partiality with heavy-handed tactics against the Kuki 

people, particularly towards the Kuki women, is 
disgraceful to the uniforms of the CAPF and it 
demands impartial swift action for justice to prevail.

The Manipur mayhem will continue to escalate 
if the Centre Government remains unwilling to 
tackle the threat of Meitei terror groups in the State. 
Minority Kukis continue to face the full force of 
biased law enforcement agencies, be it the Central 
Security Forces and the Communal State Police 
Forces, as well as a fully-armed Meitei terrorists 
outfit. Has the Government of India decided that 
tribal Kukis have to die at the hands of fascist 
Meiteis?

The Assam Rifles or the Central Armed Police 
Forces are the last hope of the people that barely 
hold together the law and order situation in a 
volatile situation of deeply split Manipur.  But, if the 
CAPF cannot maintain impartiality between the 
two warring groups, then the trust and credibility 
of Indian Security Forces could be gone with the 
wind.

Moreover, fully knowing that the Kukis are only 
defending the Meiteis’ aggression and despite full 
co-operation given to them, the law enforcement 

Contd.
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agencies still find fault on the Kukis. What will the 
security forces do to the Kukis if they carry out offensive 
stands like the Meiteis? Unsurprisingly, there were 
instances of the Central Security Forces sabotaging 
the retaliatory strike of the Kuki Village Volunteers 
against the Meiteis onslaught. Such is the hypocrisy 
maintained by the central security forces.

It is worth mentioning that the self-styled leader of 
the Arambai Tenggol, Korounganba Khuman, who was 
booked under the National Investigating Agency Act, 
still roams freely in the Imphal valley.

In a deeply concerning situation of Jiribam and other 
vulnerable areas, if the Central Armed Forces are unable 
to contain the Meitei militia groups, they may leave the 
whole of Kuki dominated territories. Let the Kuki Village 
Volunteers take care of themselves in the buffer zones.

On July 8, hours before the arrival of Rahul Gandhi, 
Leader of Opposition, Lok Sabha, in the strife-torn 
district of Jiribam, the Meitei armed militants renewed 
indiscriminate attack on a Kuki Village of Phaitol, near 
Jiribam, under Tousem Sub-division, Tamenglong 
District, prompting the Kuki Village Volunteers to 
retaliate in defence of their ancestral land and its 
people. However, the 39 Assam Rifles deployed in the 
area arrested two Kuki village volunteers, which is 
highly condemnable.

On July 9, in blatant disregard for the safety 
and security of the Kuki people, the combined 
forces of CAPF and the communal State’s Police 
conducted an operation in a Kuki village of L. 
Hengjol, Kangpokpi district. They rained hundreds 
of live bullets towards the civilian houses, and 
subsequently arrested three Kuki village volunteers. 
Such terrorizing actions are critically alarming for 
the Kuki people.

While the Valley Based Militant Groups (VBIGs) 
are openly brandishing sophisticated arms and 
ammunitions in the valley, the arrest of village 
defenders and indiscriminate terrorising of the Kuki 
people is a threat that belies all hopes for safety 
and security for the minority Kuki people who 
have been fully cooperative with law enforcement 
efforts.

Thus, the Central security forces’ bias attitude in 
such a conflict zone is uncalled for and is highly 
condemnable.

It is imperative that a political solution should be 
reached to ensure lasting peace. A political solution 
for the Kukis is necessary for normalcy to return. It 
is an urgent request to the concerned authorities 
of the Indian Union to grant Union Territory with 
Legislature for Kuki-Zo people.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Every word has consequences. 
Every Silence, too.

- Jean-Paul Sartre“
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THE SELECTIVE INJUSTICE
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